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7
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8
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11
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Bible Study

10:00am—Women’s

24

6:30pm—
Stewardship Board
Meeting

25

Pastor Off

Office Closed
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Flowers
6th Foreman
13th Open
20th Simons
27th Open

Ushers
6th & 13th Ed
Hohnstein, Bob
Kramp

20th & 27th Ron
Foreman, Kramer
Foreman, Matt
Lueck

Elders

6th Dave Vetter
13th Terry Young
20th Ron Schill
27th Matt
Perkovich

Beautiful Savior
Lutheran Church

2306 Milton Way
Milton, WA 98354

Ofhce: 253.922.6977
Fax: 253.922.6977

www.mybslc.com

Rev. Sam Schuldheisz

Pastor

sschuldheisz@mybslc.com
253.218.4916 (ofhice)

Melina Mantey
Office Manager

mmantey@mybslc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.

Friday
Closed

In this issue:

Message from the Pastor

Message from the Pastor
cont’d

Preschool News

Sunday School News,
Church Work Party

LCMS Stewardship

Lent Series

Baby Bottle Campaign,
LCMS Ministry to the
Armed Forces

Calendar

essenger _

Febr2@@ ol ume 15,7

f canam _ g

Lut

A Message from the Pastor by Pastor Schuldheisz

When we travel with Bilbo Baggins, from
his hole in the ground in the Shire, to
Smaug’s lair under the Lonely Mountain,
we travel with the hobbit upon the road
of longing. For all his adventures there,
Bilbo constantly yearns to be “back again”
in the comfort of his beloved home of
BagEnd. In Tolkien’s The Lord of the
Rings, this sense of longing fills every
character from Frodo and Samwise long-
ing for home, to the elves looking to the
Undying Lands of the West.

When we step foot with the Pevensie chil-
dren from the spare room, through the
wardrobe, and into Narnia, we join them
and the Narnian creatures upon the road
of longing. “It is always winter, and never
Christmas,” goes the Narnian lament. A
longing for spring. A prayer for the thaw
to arrive. Most of all, a yearning for Aslan
to come and right the wrongs of the

White Witch.

Later on in the Chronicles of Narnia,
when we set sail aboard the Dawn Tread-
er, we follow the pilgrim course of long-
ing. Reepicheep embodies Christian hope
and longing for the new creation as he
longs to see Aslan’s country beyond the
horizon.

“Where sky and water meet,
Where the waves grow ever sweet,
Doubt not, Reepicheep,

To find all that you seek,

There is the utter east.”

Even when we read more recent stories,
like J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, we

meet characters who are so often filled

with a sense of longing. Harry is filled
with longing to meet his parents. Indeed,
the whole wizarding world — well, at least
the good guys — long for the final destruc-
tion of the dark wizard Voldemort.

When we read a good story, we sojourn
with the characters and authors on the
trail of longing. Such is the pilgrim’s path.
Some of the best stories and the best au-
thors, like J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis,
G.K. Chesterton, Dorothy Sayers — and
many more — write stories that fill us with
a sense of longing.

On occasion, C.S. Lewis would identify
this sense of longing with the word joy,
other times he used the German word
sensucht. A deep longing. It’s the same

idea we find in the Welsh word Hiraeth, a
homesickness or longing.

I¢’s what is sung about in the folk song
Sweet Beulah Land,

“I'm kind of homesick for a country
To which I've never been before.
No sad goodbyes will there be spoken

For time won't matter anymore.”

[¢’s what Lewis says so eloquently in Mere
Christianity, “If I find in myself desires

which nothing in this world can satisfy,
the only logical explanation is that I was
made for another world.”

In his own way, Lewis is paraphrasing
those famous words of St. Augustine.
“Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord,
and our hearts are restless until they find
their rest in Thee.”

St. Augustine, it turns out, joins the pil-
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grim throng in singing that mighty chorus whose constant refrain of holy longing fills the pages of sacred Scrip-
ture.

As Solomon writes, He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet
so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

As it so often does, good literature reflects the longing we written in the lives of God’s people in Scripture as
well. Adam and Eve longing to return to Eden. Israel longing for the Messiah. Simeon waiting for the consola-
tion of Israel. Anna waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. The saints under the altar in Revelation crying out,

“How long, O Lord?”
As we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, looking we join in the song of the psalmist,

As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God? (Psalm 42:1-2)

Whether it’s New Year’s resolutions or simply scrolling through the daily headlines, one way or another, at some
point we find ourselves in the company of the fictional and historical figures. We find ourselves groaning with
creation. Waiting for the Messiah with Simeon. Yearning for redemption with Anna. Crying out with the saints
of Revelation, “How long, O Lord.”

Such longing often causes us to ask a question. What are we longing for? An end to a seemingly endless pandem-
ic? An end to the evils of abortion and euthanasia? An end of despair, depression, and anxiety? What is it that we
hope for? For reconciliation with friends or loved ones? For broken families to be reunited? For those pesky, re-
curring sins to just go away? To wake up one morning and all our griefs and sorrows and sins to be no

more? These aren’t bad things to long for, and pray for. Though at times, it feels a lot like an itch that we simply
cannot scratch away. One way or another, we find ourselves looking for that Silver Bullet that will finally make
the itch stop. But it won’t.

Groaning. Yearning. Waiting. Longing. Christians aren’t alone in this. Indeed, everyone, everywhere is longing
for something. What is unique, however, is the answer God gives to fill our longing hearts. God sends us his
Son, born in the manger of Bethlehem. The Father’s gift is utterly, entirely, and graciously unique. The Father
places the answer to our longing in the manger of Bethlehem, and upon the cross of Jerusalem.

This is the longing we sing of in Paul Gerhardt’s Advent hymn, O Lord, How Shall I Meet You.

He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations,
And blessed peace to those,
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Thy beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home. (Lutheran Service Book, 334:7)

This is the longing Paul addresses in Romans 8 Romans 8, revealing God’s answer in the death and resurrection
of Jesus.

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and further-
more is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.
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Support our Baby Bottle Campaign from CareNet of Puget Sound!

Baby Bottle Campaigns are an outreach opportunity for your church to help provide life-afirming pregnancy
support services to families in need. The collection of change, bills and checks as a special offering supports your
local Care Net Pregnancy Center ministry. Gifts from baby bottles are used toward some of the following:

v’ CareNet

OF PUGET SOUND

1 Pregnancy tests

1 Ultrasound supplies
1 Parenting education
I Material assistance

{1 Abortion recovery support

Haven’t picked up your bottle yet? You can pick up empty bottles on the coffee bar! Please have them returned
by February 13th. EMPTY BOTTLE? That’s okay. Please return any empty bottles as well. Reusing bottles
helps Care Net reduce replacement costs for future campaigns

Standing Ready with the GOSpCl by Pamela J. Nielsen (excerpted from lcms.org)
In bunkers and fighter jets, on battleships and bases, in field hospitals and training camps, the men and women

g of the United States Armed Forces stand at the ready in service to
our country.
With them are the 160 active and Reserve LCMS Armed Forces
Chaplains stationed around the world. These pastors proclaim the
Word of life, in environments often shrouded in death. Their flocks
frequently come and go, providing scant opportunity for longterm
ministry. Their work takes place in some of the most difficult situa-
tions any pastor could ever face, where lives can be unraveled in an

instant.

Upholding these faithful servants is the Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), the LCMS effort to care for and
support military chaplains and, through them, our LCMS members and their families in uniform.

The MAF exists to recruit, prepare, endorse and support LCMS chaplains in their service to God and country.
Authorized by the Synod and registered with the Department of Defense, Chaplain Craig Muehler is the en-
dorsing agent for LCMS military chaplains. There is a “lifelong marriage” between his office and the LCMS
chaplains that includes ongoing contact and an annual visit with each chaplain. Through these visits and regular
reports by phone and email, MAF helps the chaplains to stay connected with their church.

Each year, MAF gathers the chaplains at one of two training seminars, providing a rich opportunity for Luther-
an worship, fellowship and study with LCMS seminary professors. Training and conversation is focused on the
unique challenges of military chaplaincy.

Operation Barnabas

Operation Barnabas, an extension of MAF, provides a network of care through trained congregations that want
to reach out to members of the military, their families and the veterans in their congregations and communities.
Operation Barnabas has worked with dozens of congregations, but we realize hundreds more congregations also
are caring for military families. We ask you to contact us, so we can recognize your work and encourage you as
you serve military families.

America’s sons and daughters are in harm’s way in faraway lands, and our chaplains go with them. Their families
wait in our communities, where the people of God support and care for them in our life together.

Stewardship will be collecting offering for the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces
through the month of March. A labeled offering box can be found in the Narthex.




Lent Series—Singing with the Exiles

Gathered by the waters of Babylon, Judean exiles wistfully
wondered: Is God for real? If so, does He really care about
us? What does our future hold? Will this ever change?
God’s people had watched their world shatter into a mil-
lion pieces. They were demoralized and disillusioned.
Their disaster looked terminal.

Do you feel this way? Does it look as though your cur-
rent problems are more than you can bear? Do you find
yourself asking: Why did this happen? Why did God al-
low it? Is there any order in the world? Will God really

deliver on what He said?

Isaiah answers these questions in chapters 4055 of his book. He announces that just when Israel’s history
seemed closed and controlled by hopeless Babylonian imperial policy, to the shock and surprise of everyone the
Lord will stir up a king named Cyrus and a new exodus will explode in the desert! A Servant will be wounded
for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. And barren Zion will be given so many children that, like
the old woman in the shoe, she won’t know what to do! Standing behind these marvelous promises is God’s
almighty Word. “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8).
The exiles are going home!

That’s why we are “Singing with the Exiles” as they are restored to their home.
This Lent, Isaiah 40—55 will shape us as we . . .

Meditate upon daily devotions based upon these chapters;
Study texts from Isaiah in Sunday morning adult Bible class; and
Listen to the following sermons:

Ash Wednesday: “God Has a Word for That” (Isaiah 41:14-16)
Lent 1: “He Only Has Eyes for You” (Isaiah 43:1-7)

Lent 2: “Marked” (Isaiah 44:1-5)

Lent 3: “Breaking Down the Gates” (Isaiah 45:1-8)

Lent 4: “Get Out!” (Isaiah 48:17-22)

Lent 5: “One Little Word Can Fell Him” (Isaiah 49:1-6)
Maundy Thursday: “He Prepares a Table” (Isaiah 49:7-13)
Good Friday: “All” (Isaiah 52:13-53:12)

Easter Sunday: “We Are Going Home” (Isaiah 55:6-13)

Plan now to sing with the exiles as we learn from Isaiah to walk the Lenten way to the cross and to the empty
tomb. God promises to turn our weeping into joy and our present pain into an endless Alleluia!

Kpj oXveobophpbeéeb
3o0€e bt! xf!
pg! Mf ou/

Tfswjdft

t Uubls

Notice that Paul doesn’t make a long list of what he means by “all these things.” He wants us to see in that little
phrase all the things that plague us, past, present, and future. What shall we say to these things? Who shall sepa-
rate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or

sword? No. For you are safely kept and redeemed and loved in Christ the Alpha and the Omega.

From time to time, we may be fortunate enough to find our sense of longing fulfilled, at least for a while. We
may find that which we long for so deeply while reading a good story. We may even be blessed to catch a
glimpse of Christ’s redemption and his new creation in the Shire or the Wardrobe. One thing’s for sure, our
longing is finally and fully answered for, not in the wondrous events of imaginary worlds, beautiful as they are,
but in the truth, goodness, and beauty of the death and resurrection of Jesus found in this world for you.

O God, You make the minds of Your faithtul to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded, and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Preschool News by Natasha Schuldheisz

As we start getting ready for February, we have some exciting events for preschool. We get to talk about love and
get to have a valentine’s exchange. The preschoolers always enjoy giving cards to their classmates. One of the
T privileges of being at a Lutheran preschool is that we get to talk about
1 Jesus’s love for us. I always enjoy asking the preschoolers, “How does
! Jesus show his love to us?” Some of the answers are: “He gives me
food, He helps my brother feel better, He died for us and He gives me
my family.” I love the answers I always get because they seem so simple
and basic. It’s an excellent reminder that He loves us so much that he

gives us EVERYTHING we have and need in this life.

B As we start the month of February, we also get to start our enrollment
for the 2022-2023 school year. We are excited to have both of our clas-
ses open for new students. We have our 3-year-old class (students must
be 3 years-old by Aug.31%) and our Pre-K class (students must be 4 years-old by Aug. 31%). Our 3-year class is
every Monday and Wednesday and our Pre-K class is Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Our enrollment opens
February 1+ to our current Preschool families and church members and opens to our community on February
7%, Please let me know if you have any questions or know someone interested in our preschool. Space will be
limited. We have registration forms by the preschool door or on our website.

As we are planning to jump into Spring, we love to have community helpers
come into our classrooms and talk about their jobs or hobbies. If you know
someone that would love to share a couple of minutes with our preschoolers,
I would love to plan for a time for you to visit. In the past we have had a
dentist, dental hygienist, policeman, construction workers, doctors, nurses
and the list can go on.

We are also still looking for a part-time preschool director for the 2022-2023
school year. Please help me spread the word. It is a great opportunity to work
with some great teachers, students and parents. The job would be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday for the
next school year. Please let me know if you have any questions and I would love to train someone if that was

needed.
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Sunday School News & Positive Thoughts by Cathy Coleman

Romans 8 is a great chapter! Life through the Spirit! Future glory! More than Conquerors! Subrtitles that are
extremely powerful. There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because though Christ Jesus the
law of the Spirit of Life set me free from the law of sin and death. Wow! Did you get that? We are not under the
law! We do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. Beautiful!

Future Glory — we wait for Christ’s return. We suffer many things, but so does creation! We know what awaits
us when we pass; the future is glorious! More than conquerors -we know that in all things God works for the
good who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. If God is for us, who can be against us? He
didn’t even spear His Son! Yes, more then conquerors we are! Read it. It’s so uplifting!

We are still in need a Pre-Kindergarten through first grade teacher. Please keep in mind that team teaching is
possible or if there is any apprehension, one could just start as an aid to gain confidence. The curriculum is from
CPH and easy to follow. If you have any interest at all, please give Cathy Coleman a call @253.332.4880.

The students will be studying John 12, Jesus being anointed by Mary, and Matthew 21, Jesus Rides into Jeru-
salem, Mark 12, A trusting widow, Luke 22, The Lord’s supper, and Jesus in Gethsemane. Teach your children
well! “I am afraid that the schools will prove the very gates of hell, unless they diligently labor in explaining the
Holy Scriptures and engraving them in the heart of the youth.” (Martin Luther)

Please continue to pray for our World Vision sponsored child, Elideth Medrano C. Sunday School Offerings
go to Elideth and family.

The children will be starting to color their Alleluia’s. The Alleluias represents a joyful expression, where Lent
is a time of repentance, reflection and meditation concerning Christ’s journey. During Lent we don’t use the
word Alleluia. The Alleluia’s will be buried under the rock which can be found by the altar after Ash Wednes-
day, March 2nd. On Easter Sunday, April 17th, the Alleluia’s will appear in the Church because of what Christ
has done. It’s all about Jesus! Praise Ye The Lord!

Positive thought: Roman 8:6-9—“The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is
Life and Peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those con-
trolled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.” Roman8:16, “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are
God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in His suffering in order that we may also share in His Glory™ Trust in the Lord — He knows what He is

doing.

Doing Some Big Clean-up At the Last Work Party!

TR

There are several work parties throughout the year, so keep
your eyes peeled from announcements from the trustees on
how you can help next time.

LCMS Stewardship—God in Man Made Manifest (Icms.org)

“The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in
the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles,
signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And this made plain to all
that Jesus really is who He said He was. He is the Second Person of
the Holy Trinity, the only begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh.
For “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It

is made manifest by His words and His work, by what He said and

by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word became

flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus is the Word and will of God in the
flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking enactment of God’s Word.

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts but also to trust in God in word and
deed. As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and
again, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? ... So also faith by




