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Crucified (Part One) 
By Pastor Sam Schuldheisz 

 
Have you ever looked at a work of 
counted cross-stitch before? Your 
eyes are first drawn to the scene that 
is stitched into the fabric canvas. 
Perhaps the piece is a dishtowel full 
of lighthouses, or a nativity scene 
stitched into a child’s Christmas 
stocking. Perhaps you have even re-
ceived a cross-stitch from your 
mother, grandmother, or friend. 
Whoever it was that made that piece, 
and whatever the scene depicted, 
you can tell that it was made in love, 
care, compassion, and no doubt, a 
little blood from a needle prick or 
two. Cross-stitching is the art of us-
ing your hands to make something 
out of nothing but threads. 
 
But there’s something more going on 
when your eyes look upon a work of 
cross-stitchery. If you have a piece 
nearby, take a closer look. Or imag-
ine it this way. At first you see the 
scene, object, or animal. Then as you 
look closer, you see the individual 
threads, colors, and one particular 
shape over and over again. It’s the 
shape that gives this home-craft its 
name. A little x-shaped cross 
stitched into the fabric. Once you no-
tice that, you also behold the magni-
tude of this seemingly simple piece 
of art. There is not just one cross 
stitched into the piece, but hundreds 
and thousands of little crosses all 
over the towel, cloth, or stocking. 
There are little crosses everywhere 
that, when stitched together, tell you 
a story and show you a picture.  

 
And it all starts with a little cross-
stitch. 
 
Something like this happens when 
you open up the story of the Scrip-
tures. You discover God’s handi-
work. From Genesis to Revelation, 
God tells you the story of your res-
cue, redemption, and renewal. God 
threads his needle with goodness 
and grace, stitching it all into the 
people, places, and events of the 
Scriptures. Scripture is God’s cloth 
upon which he stitches his most im-
portant, most beloved work of all: 
Christ crucified for you. Think of the 
animal who was sacrificed to cover 
Adam and Eve’s guilt and shame af-
ter their sin in Eden. Think of Isaac 
who was spared by the sacrifice of a 
ram in the thicket. Think of the peo-
ple of Israel saved by the blood of the 
Passover lamb. Or, think of the tab-
ernacle and the Day of Atonement in 
Leviticus and the blood of the inno-
cent and holy to cover guilt and un-
holiness. 
 
When you think about it like that, 
Scripture is the ultimate work of 
cross-stitch, where God proclaims 
his love for us as the hands of Jesus 
work salvation out of nothing but the 
dirty rags and threads of our sin. It’s 
God’s canvas, where you are knitted 
and stitched together by the love of 
Jesus crucified for you. 
 
Opening up Scripture is like looking 
at those cross-stitched works of art. 
There’s one big picture made of hun-
dreds and thousands of little  
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stitches. One grand story of good news, written by God’s grace over and over again in the lives of his 
people as he brings his work of salvation to completion for you. And there, at the center of it all, is 
the one cross-stitch that begins, continues, completes, and joins it all together. In the story of the 
Scriptures, the cross of Jesus is everywhere. It’s God’s work of art and of amazing grace for you.  
 
What holds all of these things together - the people, places, events, stories, prophets, apostles of the 
Scriptures, and all baptized believers, and that includes you and me as well? God’s promises are 
bound and woven and threaded together by the greatest cross-stitch of them all: Christ crucified. 
This is what Paul is getting at when he writes to us all in 1 Corinthians 2:2.  
 
“For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 
 
What does this mean, that Paul  talks only about the crucifixion of Jesus and nothing else in his life 
or ministry or our faith? No. Not at all. It simply means that Jesus Christ and him crucified is the 
center of everything he taught and preached and wrote for the Christian church then and now. Paul 
was reminding the Corinthians, and he reminds us still today, that whatever it is that we go about 
doing in our Christian vocations at home, the church, and in the world around us, it’s all woven into 
and out of Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
 
Thankfully, St. Paul wasn’t the last teacher God gave his church to take needle and thread and stitch 
together God’s grace into his teaching and preaching. Centuries later, Martin Luther and the Lu-
theran Reformation found comfort in the same promise that Paul proclaimed, Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. Luther put it this way, “Crux sola est nostra theologia.” It’s a catchy Latin phrase which 
means, “the cross alone is our theology.” 
 
What does this mean? What is Luther telling us? It’s the same thing Paul is telling us and the same 
thing you see in those counted-cross stitch pieces. The cross is everywhere. The hymns we sing, the 
Scriptures we hear, read, learn, mark, and inwardly digest, the parts of the liturgy we sing and say, 
the psalms we chant, the prayers we pray, the gifts of God we receive in water, word, body and 
blood are all cross-stitched together by Jesus Christ and him crucified. But there’s more. In his holy 
house, with all of his holy gifts of baptism, absolution, the gospel, and the supper, Jesus Christ and 
him crucified is also cross-stitching you into his life and love.  
 
Jesus Christ and him crucified threads his needle with Law and Gospel, with grace and goodness, 
with steadfast love and salvation, and he traces the pattern of his cross over and over again in Di-
vine Service, in your congregation, in your life and faith. You are bound to God’s story of good news 
by Jesus Christ and him crucified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crucified (Part Two) will be in the October Newsletter 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

News from August included 

The stewardship board voted to send the Q3 (Jan-Mar) at-large mission balance to the following two or-
ganizations: 1. Lutheran World Relief (donation of $2,000) to help with the flooding in Texas. 2. Tacoma 
Rescue Mission (donation of $480), a local mission who helps and supports our neighbors in need. To 
learn more about these organizations please visit LWR.org and TRM.org respectively. 

The stewardship board voted to send the Q4 (April – Jun) at-large mission amount to the following organi-
zations: 

$500 Tirzah Krey - Latin America and Caribbean - LCMS 

$750 Wildauer Family - Belize - LCMS 

$750 Shaver Family - Dominican Republic- LCMS 

$1,500 Higher Things 

Please visit https://www.lcms.org/missionary-support to see a listing of our current LCMS missionaries 
including those we as a congregation supported with our Q4 at-large mission. Please see https://
higherthings.org for more information regarding Higher Things or reach out to one of our church families 
who attended one of the conferences this year. 

If you would like to learn more about the at-large mission donation process or have a mission you would 
like the stewardship board to consider, please reach out to a board member or join us on the fourth Thurs-
day of the month here at BSLC at 6:30 PM. Thank you!   

Melissa Lee, Stewardship 

MILTON DAYS  was a huge success!! The weather cooperated for us 
and we enjoyed seeing and meeting all the folks that came along to 
check out our table. A BIG thank you to all who volunteered with 

preparing and manning our table.  



  

September Birthdays 
2nd-Belinda Bergman 
2nd-Diane Tiefel 
9th-Brett Ellsworth 
21st-Terry Hall 
23rd-Brandon Westmark 

 Anniveraries    Baptismal Birthdays 
 3rd-Scott & Cheryl Diekmann  9th-Paul Wolf 
 6th-John & Melissa Lee   5th-Dennis Hartman 
 8th-Doug & Lisa Westmark 
 18th-Charlie & Kimi Jannsen 
 18th-Brien & Lisa Lindstrom 
 19th-Ben & Lisa Breum 
 23rd-Dave & Cathy Gordon 

    
         
 

Fellowship 
Greetings from everyone on the Board of Fellowship: Cheryl Diekmann, Lori Schill, 

Bonnie Hartman, Jeri Simons, and Paula Howard.  Our new kitchen should be done 

by the end of August–at least that is the plan. Rally Day is on September 7th.  Re-

gardless of the kitchen completion or not we will gather in fellowship with food 

and good memories of our summer.  Rally Day is the start of a new Sunday School 

year studying God’s word. God gives us His blessings in so many ways,  especially in 

His Word!  2 Timothy 16-17: “All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  I’m looking for-

ward to this day and hope all of you will join us.   

We are serving ham and Swiss cheese sliders.  There 

is a sign-up sheet near the drinking fountain. You can 

help us out by bringing your favorite salad, fruit, or 

cookies.  

 
Saturday August 9th: Fellowship hosted a hike at 

Dash Point State Park.   We had 14 members come 

and enjoy the hike, a picnic lunch, and then we hung 

out on the beach for a little while.  It was the per-

fect sunny day. Thank you to all those who came out 

to enjoy God’s beautiful scenery.  

 In the Library… 
 
We're blowing the dust off three books this month. First up is LCMS Pastor A. Trevor Sutton's 

book Why Should I Trust the Bible?, published by CPH. Written for laymen, his short book hits the 

high points of Lutheran doctrine on Scripture, offering sound evidence on why you can trust the 
Bible, and teaching you how to refute common societal arguments against the Bible. His comment 

on page 15 is a good summary statement: 

Nothing has been able to break trust in the Bible. Every attempt has failed. Every effort to expose the Bible as fraudulent has 

ended in disappointment. Even the most brilliant scholars have been unsuccessful in dismantling trust in the Bible. It remains 

trustworthy after generations of attack. It is still historically accurate, textually reliable, and culturally relevant. It persists as 

the only viable source for Christian beliefs. It is as true for people living today as it was for previous generations. And it is 

still God's Word for all eternity. 

Some topics include textual variants, Biblical "errors" and "discrepancies," the accuracy of Biblical history, gnostic writings, historical-critical and 

historical-grammatical methods, racism and slavery, grace alone, and the rules for translating the Bible (called hermeneutics). (For an excellent 

summary of specifically Lutheran hermeneutics, which Pastor Sutton doesn't emphasize, see p. 133 in Preus, Doctrine is Life.)  
 

We will consider two books from Robert D. Preus, who was the President of Concordia Theological Seminary from 1974-1989, and an out-

standing systematic theologian. Doctrine is Life: The Essays of Robert D. Preus on Scripture is a collection of articles written for various publications. 

His writings will leave you with no doubt that Holy Scripture is the word of God, and that it is inerrant, authoritative, and efficacious. He dispels 

popular notions which undermine the Bible, including the Higher Critical Method, a low view of Scripture (such as that fallible men wrote the 

Bible and it is therefore unreliable), and the ideas of Reformed Theologian Karl Barth. (Barth was fed up with modernism's rationalistic influence 
on theology, an idea that we can get behind, but his solutions we often can't get behind.) By familiarizing yourself with Preus's teaching, you'll 

better be able to recognize the same theologically aberrant ideas which still confront us today.  
 

Preus points out that "The Word of God derives its authority, its majesty and all its power from its inspiration." He quotes Luther: "This is the 

way faith speaks: I believe You, God, when You speak to me. But what does God say? He says things which are impossible, false, stupid, incon-

sistent, absurd, abhorrent, heretical, and diabolical, if you consult your reason,"  and yet Luther confesses "The Holy Scriptures are the Word of 

God written—I might say, lettered—and formed in letters, just as Christ is the eternal Word of God veiled in human nature.” 
 

Our other Preus book, The Inspiration of Scripture: A Study of the Theology of the 17th–Century Lutheran Dogmaticians, summarizes the thoughts on 

Scripture of many of the Lutheran theologians in the Age of Orthodoxy, the period following Luther through David Hollaz, roughly 1580–1713. 

This period saw a flowering of Lutheran thought. Topics include Sola Scriptura, the use of reason, and the inspiration, inerrancy, authority, suffi-

ciency, efficacy, and clarity of Scripture. Here's a quote from the book which summarizes Quenstedt's comments on inspiration, a topic which 

still causes confusion in the LCMS and elsewhere:  

Scripture is God's book: He alone has caused it to be written. To be sure, men participated in writing Scripture, but not in 

such a way that they became co-authors with God. Scripture was not written partly by God and partly by men so that a 

joint human-divine product resulted. ...They wrote willingly, but not of their own free will. God made them willing penmen. 

As Christians whose wills were ruled by the Spirit of God they wrote willingly. They themselves chose what they would 

write. Therefore the apostles and prophets had the same purpose in writing Scripture as did God. God did not violate the 

wills and personalities of His penmen but conditioned them and made them what they were. He prepared their intellect and 

incited their will to write what they did. [Note: Quenstedt makes no mention of "multiple rough drafts being utilized in the 

composition process," contra Pastor Sutton's (page 64) extrabiblical musings.] 

One other book in the library worth a read that we don't have the space to discuss is LCMS pastor Philip Hale's book Confessing the Scriptural 

Christ Against Modern Idolatry: Inspiration, Inerrancy, and Truth in Scientific and Biblical Conflict. Rev. Hale certainly isn't shy about pointing out prob-

lems in the LCMS, perhaps even a little uncharitable in spots, but his ideas are worth examining. 
 

Someone once said "theology is the art of making distinctions." Although I haven't been able to verify the quote, it was likely a confessional Lu-

theran who first said it. Reading through these books teaches those distinctions–they are important. It is solely the Lutherans who teach that 

the Holy Spirit works only through the Word and Sacraments (the visible Word). An improper understanding of Holy Scripture can lead to a 

loss of our central article (the material principle)–justification. As Article V of the Augsburg Confession teaches: 

1 So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments was instituted. 2 

Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given [John 20:22]. He works faith, when and 

where it pleases God [John 3:8], in those who hear the good news that God justifies those who believe that they are re-

ceived into grace for Christ’s sake. 3 This happens not through our own merits, but for Christ’s sake. 

This understanding is why, of course, it's great to be a Lutheran! Next month we'll take a look at the "Battle for the Bible" in the LCMS, and these 

books will provide a good foundation for the topic. 

 

 Submitted by, Scott Diekmann 



 

 

 

 

 

          PRESCHOOL NEWS     
Greetings from the preschool 
The teachers returned mid-August to make final preparations for the new school year. Unfortunately, despite advertis-
ing on a number of different community websites and bulletin boards, and a couple of Open Houses over the summer 
months, we still have some openings. We were hoping for a few more children for our Pre-K class, but we are grate-
ful for those we have, and will work with whatever God provides. 
Watch for the Prayer Partner board to be up in the Narthex sometime within the next few weeks. If you’re interested 
in being a prayer partner for one of our preschool students this year, please choose a picture from the board, and sign 
the sheet next to that child’s name. All we ask is that you pray for that child and their family throughout the school 
year. We are blessed to welcome back a couple students this year from within our own church family, but some of the 
other students come to us with no church affiliation, so your prayers are important. We also ask your little prayer 
partner to pray for you as well, and what a blessing that is, as we know how sweet the prayers of children are to 
God’s ears. 
If you would prefer to do more than pray, you’re welcome to do that as well. Just a simple greeting card with an en-
couraging message from time to time, or a small inexpensive gift for a special occasion would be fine. It doesn’t take 
much to put a smile on a child’s face, and the dollar stores have a lot of fun little items that make great gifts. Please 
leave these items with me. If I’m not there, just leave them outside the preschool office door. Be sure to include their 
name, and I’ll be happy to deliver them for you. 
We’d like to thank all who were involved in repairing, replacing, power washing, bug spraying, cleaning carpets, and 
anything else that was done to help us get the preschool ready for the new school year. God bless you all! You are 
very much appreciated! 
Please pray for God’s blessings on the teachers and the children this year. We pray that God grants us good health, 
gives us patience and grace, and guides us in all our interactions with the children and their parents. Our mission here 
is to teach them   about Jesus and how much He loves them. We’ll plant the seed of faith, and like the story of the 
mustard seed, pray that it takes root, grows and flourishes over the years.                           Kathy Heddlesten, Director 

Sunday School Update 
 Well, here we are again! At the beginning of another year of learning and growing together in Sunday School. Rally Day 
will be on September 7th, and we will set aside time to acknowledge and celebrate this annual milestone. Our dedicated teachers 
will be installed, and some of our students will move up to a new class. Our 1st-6th grade students will be wrapping back around 
to Unit 1 of our Enduring Faith curriculum, "God Creates a World and a Kingdom". This year will be spent travelling through the 
entirety of the Bible in broader strokes across 3 units. The second year of the curriculum dives deeper into the Old Testament, and 
the third year takes a closer look at the New Testament. The curriculum, as a whole, traces God's plan of salvation throughout the 
entire Bible - pointing students to Jesus, their Savior. The Youth Bible Class will be starting out the year with a study called 
"Prepared with a Reason". This study will equip our post-confirmation students to articulate and defend their faith through these 
processes: investigating seven worldview-related topics; assessing common false assumptions therein; addressing the respective 
Christian responses; and allowing the student to prepare for real-life scenarios. Pastor will also be using the adult level curriculum 
of this same study during Sunday morning Bible class, which will allow for fantastic conversation and connections to be made be-
tween youth and their parents and provide conversation starters for our adult members to converse with our post-confirmation 
youth. “In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a rea-
son for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”  1 Peter 3:15 
 We are going to start something new this year in response to the growing number of babies and toddlers in our congre-
gation. We will be trying out a parent/child class so that parents can attend together with their babies, toddlers, and/or preschool-
ers. This will provide a nice transition for the preschoolers to get used to Sunday School time and then move into an early educa-
tion class when they are ready, as well as providing a space and time for parents of toddlers and babies to join together with other 
parents and their children as they learn and grow in their faith with Bible stories, singing, and other activities. This will be a work in 
progress with participation and input/feedback from the parents in the class.  
 Finally, are there any aspiring Sunday School teachers out there? If you have ever considered teaching Sunday School, 
now is the time to take that next step. We are in need of a teacher for the early elementary (1st-3rd grade) class. This teacher 
could sign up to teach the full year or commit on a part-time basis, such as a couple months spaced out over the Sunday school 
year (Sept - June) or teaching 1 full unit (14 lessons). Training/mentoring  is available, if desired. It would be guaranteed to be a 
fulfilling experience for you! Also, the teacher of our upper elementary (4th-6th grade) class would be willing to share teaching 
duties with an aspiring Sunday School teacher. The curriculum we use is easy to follow and has lots of options to modify and cater 
the curriculum to your teaching style and the interests of the kids in the class. We are always in need of substitute teachers as 
well, and this can be a great way to try out teaching with minimal initial commitment. Please speak with or email Lisa Lindstrom to 
express your interest or ask any questions (206-491-9849, lisa.lindstrom78@gmail.com). And as always, please keep our Sunday 

School teachers and students in your prayers.               Lisa Lindstrom, Sunday School Superintendent 

 

 
   PARKING LOT PRAYER DAY 

  

We will be having a 2 hour “Parking Lot Prayer Day” on Satur-
day the 13th of September. It will begin at 10:00am and end at 12:00pm. 
     Pastor and the elders will be at 2 10X10 coverings and we will hope 
someone will need prayers. We will need some volunteers to hold- up signs at 
our entrances to advertise the Parking Lot Prayers. The signs will guide people 
who need prayers into our parking lot. 
     We will have info pamphlets at each covering to give out to those asking 
for them. 
 A sign-up sheet will be posted at the drinking fountain between the sanc-
tuary and fellowship. Please think and pray about helping. 
     This is a new ministry we are looking at to reach out to those needing 
prayer.         David Gordon, Evangelism 

Sunday Adult Bible Study“ 
11:00 a.m. 

 Join us in the Social Hall  
As we finish up our study on the prophet 

Jonah; mid-month we’ll start a series from 
CPH titled “Prepared with a Reason” 

  The Women’s Bible Study group will resume classes beginning September 9, 2025.  All 

women are invited to join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM in the conference room.  We will 
begin a new study on the Book of Ephesians.  Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is about the church 
and about the fellowship of believers who make up the church.  It is about us!  For by faith we are 
the church in this time and place.  Come join your Sisters in Christ as we dig deeper into God’s 
Word and grow in our understanding of God’s purpose for each of us in His church!  Questions?  
Ask any of the ladies pictured below or call Bonnie Hartman, 618-973-5649. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth, Mary, Kathleen, Kathi, Jaana, Lola, Paula, Laurie, Jule and Bonnie 

mailto:lisa.lindstrom78@gmail.com

